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Wendy Baker is an interior designer who can get the best out of materials,

whether that's apple boxes or the most expensive wallpaper in Wiltshire!

fter living in France for six
years we felt it was time to
come home. We were

homesick, missed the rain (as if), we
found the French annoying, but it is
their country, so we left! We returned
to Wiltshire where we have friends.
Thinking it would be easy to find a
little cottage with three bedrooms
and a garden for a certain price, we
instructed several estate agents. It was
three years before we finally found
somewhere that fulfilled all our
dreams... and the estate agents were
glad to see the back of us in the end!
The cottage is in the most
wonderful position beside the Kennet
Canal. We have ducks and geese, and
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swans come to feed from the kitchen
door every morning and evening, I say
there are ducks but we have been not
seen them for nearly six months now.
We are beginning to think they were
just hired for the viewing!

Phase 1 of the renovation has just
been completed. The structural works
are finished, most of the electrics and
major problems sorted out. I do have a
tight budget and to date I am spot on
target, although I did have to cut quite
a few corners, but that is half the fun.
Fun is maybe the wrong word, but
you have to use your imagination and
compromise, and I like a challenge.

We moved into the cottage — my
husband, myself and Beatrice my

wonderful old spaniel — at the end of
October 2010, close enough to
Christmas to make me panic. It was a
Friday and a new set of builders were
starting on Monday. I knew it was a
mistake. I always advise my clients to
move in and get to know the house
before making any costly decisions,
but, of course, I am an interior
designer and know everything. I was
wrong, but I have survived... just.

Kitchen

The kitchen, as always, cost the
most. Not the units as I cheated by
buying B&Q carcases and got my
carpenter to make the simple doors.
The money went on the white goods.
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